Excess winter deaths 2010/11 – Office for National Statistics 
In common with other countries, more people die in Wales in the winter than in the
summer. This bulletin presents provisional figures of excess winter deaths (also referred to as
excess winter mortality – EWM) in England and Wales for the winter period 2010/11.

Key findings
•    There were an estimated 25,700 excess winter deaths in England and Wales in 2010/11, virtually
unchanged from the previous winter
•    As in previous years, there were more excess winter deaths in females than in males in 2010/11
•    Between 2009/10 and 2010/11 male excess winter deaths increased to 11,200, but female
deaths fell to 14,400
•    The majority of deaths occurred among those aged 75 and over; however, deaths in this age
group fell between 2009/10 and 2010/11, whereas deaths in persons aged under 75 increased
•    The excess winter mortality index was highest in Wales in 2010/11, whereas in the two previous
winters it was highest in the South East of England.

Results
In England and Wales there were an estimated 25,700 more deaths in the four months of winter
2010/11 than in the non-winter period, which amounts to 17 per cent more deaths in winter
compared with the non-winter period. This figure is very similar to the previous winter of 2009/10
when there were 25,810 excess winter deaths. However, the number of excess winter deaths in the
two most recent winters were about 30 per cent lower than the level seen in 2008/09 when there
were 36,450 excess winter deaths.

