Insulating your water tanks and pipes – Direct Gov
Insulating your water tanks and pipes saves energy. It will also save you money on your bills. 

What are the benefits of insulating your water tanks and pipes? 
Putting a layer of insulating material around your water tanks and water pipes makes it harder for the heat to escape. This means you spend less on energy bills because you use less energy keeping the water warm.
Insulating your hot water tank and hot water pipes could save you around £45 a year. The cost of insulating them is roughly £120. This means a payback period of 2.5 years, although this does depend on the size of your home.
You can expect to pay around £14 for a good quality insulating ‘jacket’ and around £100 for good quality pipe insulation.

Type of insulation for hot water tanks and pipes 
Use an insulating hot water ‘jacket’ that is made up of at least 75mm of fibreglass padding. If your water tank has a jacket fitted that’s less than 75mm, think about changing it.
Look out for products that carry the British Standard (BS) Kitemark. Products carrying this logo have been tested and meet certain standards of safety and quality.
Materials often used for insulating water pipes include a mineral wool tape, which you wrap around your pipes, and ‘preformed insulation foam’. You can buy this preformed insulation foam in various shapes and sizes for different types of pipes.

Cold water pipes and tanks 
Insulating cold water tanks and pipes protects them against frost damage, with a secondary benefit of  saving energy. Generally, cold water in an insulated tank is warmer than water in a tank without insulation, so it uses less energy to heat.
For cold water tanks you can use sheet insulation material or wrap insulating blankets around the sides. Use a cover on the top. Do not insulate underneath a cold water tank – it will be protected from freezing by heat rising.

Installation 
Installation can be carried out by yourself or you may need assistance.  Ask a relative to help or contact your local care and repair agency.

Grants are available to help with heating costs 
You could get help with the cost of insulating your home if you are on a low income. For example, you might be able to get a grant from the government’s Warm Front Scheme or help from your energy supplier.

Taken from http://www.direct.gov.uk/en/Environmentandgreenerliving/Energyandwatersaving/Homeinsulation/DG_195169



